This comparative study consists of three parts: (1) contexts and models, (2) comparative geographies, and (3) local histories. The first part-consisting of three chapters-lays out the theoretical framework and analytical model employed by this comparative study. The second part, consisting of three chapters, summarizes and discusses the findings from the comparative analyses of the reproductive effects of household conditions and local economic conditions, as well as postnatal reproductive
controls, respectively. The third part consists of five chapters, each of which presents the results of country/region-specific analyses.
The main finding of the study is that reproductive behavior and rationales were remarkably similar, despite many differences between the East and the West. We found the expected East-West differences in marriage behavior with our European study populations characterized by late and less marriage while our East Asian populations by early and universal marriage. Our comparative analysis also identified new differences in reproductive rationales between the East and the West: in our European study sites the socioeconomic status of an individual or a household tended to be the main resource that enabled or compelled an individual woman/couple to take actions regarding reproduction while in our northeastern Asian study populations an position of a woman/couple occupied within her/their family and household largely defined the range of reproductive choices. This suggests the different reproductive consequences of individual-oriented societies in the West versus collective-oriented societies in the East.
On the other hand, however, our comparative analyses also revealed not only that the overall levels of reproduction were remarkably comparable in our study populations in preindustrial Eurasia, but also that women and couples in these study sites exercised similar prudence in reproductive behavior within marriage. Hence, we refute the previously held characterization that "prudence," fewer children due to late marriage, was more characteristic of reproduction in the preindustrial West while "pressure," high mortality (especially infant mortality and infanticide) due to over-population, was more prevalent in the historical East. This study offers ample evidence that prudence as well as pressure existed in all preindustrial societies under study, suggesting that preindustrial reproduction was governed by human agency as much as by human biology.
